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Presidentds Messag
By Barbara Wingo

Happy 2018 to all! What a wonderful year 2017dnasebratingCross Cree&nd
Cross Creek Cookerybut we look forward to 2018 as well. It will be a year to |
group and concentrate on revitalizing the #&eand, of course, we will continue tc
have unigue events.

Let me thank everyone who attended the annual meeting of the Friends of th
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park, Inc. We had a chance to give special thanks
committee that planned and carried out the 2017 events as well as to remember
those events themselves. Thanks to Donna Greemsend we had a recorded montage of the year to view.
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I guarter of 2017 we had several evient
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tour and his play 0The Pound Partyd |wel
Looking forward, we have the return of Anne Pji el
Please turn to page two of this newsletter for further details.

oMar jorie Kinnan Rawlings and St. Augustine, ¢ w
scheduled for February 1, 2018, at 6 p.m., at the Lightner Museum in St. Augustine. As | noted in my/|last c
umn, the years that foll owed Marjorieds purchlas

Baskin were the years of writil@gyss Creend Cross Creek Cookerthe Zelma Cason lawsuit, World War
[I, and her friendship with Zora Neale Hurston.

| am pleased to announce that the Friends have received a grant from the Florida Humanities Council|to pr
duce three products that will be of great value in the years to come: oral history videos of persons whp kne
Rawlings in their youth; a virtual tour of the house at Cross Creek; and a smonufivelocumentary. Look
for the announcement of a celebration event that will occur upon the completion of this project.

And donoét forget that we have a Masojbelookirg fokdetails|a n
on that. Al so we wil |l be repeating Jim Stephlen:

Finally, | want to reiterate my thanks to the volunteers who made possible the events of 2017. And far the
coming year let us all review and remember the writings of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and the importance o
the farm that we seek to maintain.

Be sure to visit us at
wwwmarjoriekinnanrawlings.oemnd
www.floridastateparks.org/marjoriekinnanrawlings


http://mkr.marjoriekinnanrawlings.org
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MEMBERS OF THE Anne Pierce on her o0Ye
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Saturday, February 24, 2018
Officers 2018
President: Barbara Wingo The Friends of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Farm, Inc., will sponsor a guided
Treasurer: Anne Pierce walk of a portion of the Yearling Trail in the Ocala National Forest on Saturda
CSO Board of Directors February 24. Anne Pierce will read passages ffmmyeariingnd tell the story
Mickey Angell of the Long Family in the Big Scrub. The walk is a 3 mile loop trail that includ
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Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings in St. Augustine
February 1, 2018, 6pm
Lightner Museum

St. Augustine

the sink hole mentioned in the Rawlings novel. The area is rather flat through
mostly pine forest, and the trail is well maintained but sandy in places.

Do not plan to bring dogs or children younger than twelve please. Meet Anne
the Rawlings County Park adjacent to the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Historic
Park in Cross Creek at 8:15 a.m. to carpool to the trail. If you live over that w
you may meet us at the Silver Glenn

Springs parking lot at 9:30 a.&.
reservation is require@all the

Park office (352663672) by Mon-
day, February 19 , leaving your
name, number in your party, and a
contact number; please indicate
where you will meet us (Cross
Creek or Silver Glenn Springs).

If you go, you will need to wear
closed shoes that will allow you to
walk a sandy or woody trail, sun protection including a hat, water for the trail,
lunch or snacks if you like. We hope to be on the trail by 10:00 a.m. and back
the cars by about 1:00. Since we will be near Silver Glenn Springs, | plan to
l unch at the springs ($5.50 admiss
another reading fronThe Yearlingl suggest that you plan to come along to thig
part of the adventure to enjoy you
the cold water.
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Carol Fiddia Laxton Talk on March 3, 2018

Carol Fiddia Laxton will be presenting her reflections on Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings at the barn at the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Historic State Park on
day, March 3 at 11:00 a.m.

Mrs. Laxton is the daughter of Leonard Fiddia and granddaughter of Piety Fi
Rawlings stayed with Leonard and Piety in 1931 while doing research for hel
Florida novel South Moon Under Leonard married in 1932 and Carol was bor
a few years later.

You may recall Anne Pierceds artic
Spring 2017 newsl etter As Anne s
this chance to get a firsthand acc
ship with them!o This will be ano
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Campfire Cooking and Boat Donation

On Saturday, October 28, 2017, yet another in the series of events celebratihg the g
Anniversary otCross Creefand Cross Creek Cookegecurred at the Marjorie Kinnan [
Rawlings Historic State Park. All morning Freddie Morgan le@ampfire Cooking ‘
activities (with many volunteers and staff helping) producing a wonderful meal of s¢&
chili, greens and cor nbQrossaCleekCoakaryy r e G

At noon the crowd gathered fopeesentation to the Park of a flat bottom boat and m -
tor similar to what Marjorie would have used on Orange Lake. Representatives of t_

tiqgue Outboard Motor Club of Florida and the Sunnyland Antique and Classic Boat
ety presented the period appropriate boat and motor. Greg and Suzie Homan, own
the Citrus Tower in Clermont, Florida donated the boat. The little boat belonged to = -

miles. 06.

standing event at the Park thanks to generous donors, dedicated volunteers and outstanding staff!

Suzieods father, Jim Lee, and was wuse e¢nan
fishing with his daughter, Suzie. The el
donated by Steve Wood. For more information about old outboard motors contact
Flaomci.comand for wooden boatacbssunnyland.org
The boat and motor will be displayed in the
barn area of the farmyard and become part of’ :
the interpretation of Marjorie Rawlings and her Freddie Morgan
work.
Val eri e River s, Park Manager, reald a
in Cross Creei which Rawlings describes her river trip with her friend Desgie.
0She (Dessie) said, O6Wedll take ope ¢
take that eightedinot boat of yours with a couple of outboard motors and put in
at the head of the St. Johndés River.

After the presentation of the boat and motor about 45 guests plus 8 volunteers and staff enjoyed the food that was pre-
pared on the campfire along wi t @rost@eabCoakeypetanotderddty adne 0

Photos fromThe Pound Partya play writte
by Jim Stephens, and presented at the ter
house on December 2nd
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Remembering Marjorie and Vineyard Tour

On Saturday, October 21, 2017, Jim Stephens pmpmrtes\® nft c
tioch Cemetery near Island Grove. Fifteen graves in the cemetery were visited, beginning with the grave of Marjorie |
Rawlings. Carol Fiddia Laxton joined the group and recounted that her parents, Leonard and Margaret Fiddia, had at
tended the funeral on December 13, 1953. The participants visited each of the grave sites, and Jim read a script he |
ten highlighting the | if erossfCreekidanks smniuchttohnlien fodHisorgamipatios 6ff n
the tour and his research on each personds |ife.

Continuing down the road from the cemetery, the participants visited the Island Grove Wine Company. Here the)| ate
picnic lunch on the porch and toured the winery. A
special thanks to Robyn at the Island Grove Wine
Company for facilitating this visit and to Niko for the
tour.

Photos from
All About
pie demonstration and contest hgld

"

November 4th

\

Pie Contest Judg&sie Teets, Terry Brightman Pie (fonteé‘i Winner

| . : ine Alford .
Volunteer Val Lightner and Tom Teets L R e galiond 5




